

A 


.'Y 


Newspaper Article Called 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
: White House accused the Wash- 
ington Post today of engaging 
in “character assassination” 
and “a vicious abuse of the 
journalistic process” in report- 
ing on alleged political sabo- 
tage by the Republican party. 

Press Secretary Ronald L. 
Ziegler was specifically critical 
of the lead story in Wendnes- 
day editions of the Post. The 
story quoted unnamed sources 
as saying H.R. Haldeman, 
President Nixon’s.chief of staff, 
was linked to a “secret fund” 
that the newspaper has said 
was used for espionage and 
sabotage efforts. 

Democratic presidential nom- 
inee Sen. George McGovern 
said earlier Wednesday that the 
Post report of Haldeman’s al- 
leged involvement in sabotage 
and espionage “places the 


whole ugly mess. ..right square- 
ly in the lap of Richard Nixon. 

Ziegler emphasized he was 
talking to newsmen “as a 
spokesman for the White 
House.” 

“This is a political effort by 
the Washington Post, well con- 
ceived and coordinated with the 
aim of discrediting this admin- 
istration,” said Ziegler. 

In what was the most strong- 
ly worded White House blast 
against any publication in re- 
cent memory, Ziegler said of 
Post accounts of the alleged 
sabotage plot: 

“This is a vicious abuse of 
the journalistic process. It is 
political and. ..a blatant effort 
at character assassination.” 

He accused the Post of 
“building hearsay upon hear- 
say” and in subsequent edi- 
tions, turning rumor into fact 


on its editorial page. 

Ziegler also volunteered that 
Nixon’s Democratic opponent, 
Sen. George McGovern, had 
commented earlier in the .day 
on the Post report concerning 
Haldeman. 

“It’s a pattern that is being 
followed,” said the Nixon 
spokesman. 

Asked to explain the motiva- 
tion he feels the Post has, Zieg- 
ler said it would not be difficult 
to establish that the news- 
paper’s executive editor, Ben- 
jamin C. Bradlee, “is not a 
supporter of President Nixon.” 

Apart from denying that Hal- 
deman had any connection with 
a secret fund, Ziegler insisted 
he has been informed that no 
such secret fund ever existed. 

General Accounting Office in- 
vestigators have reported that, 
earlier in the year, the Nixon 


campaign organization main- 
tained a cash fund of amounts 
up to $700,000 that was kept in 
a safe in the office of former 
Secretary of Commerce Mau- 
rice Stans, now finance chair- 
man of the Nixon re-election 
campaign. 

Asked to give the source of 
his statement that no secret 
fund existed, Ziegler said he 
had been so informed by John 
Dean III, White House special 
counsel who conducted an inter- 
nal investigation for Nixon fol- 
lowing the arrest of GOP oper- 
atives in the Watergate offices 
of the Democratic National 
Committee. 

The Post said it had been told 
that Hugh W. Sloan Jr., former 
treasurer of the Nixon cam- 
paign, told a federal grand jury 
Haldeman was one of five men 
authorized to approve pay- 



ments from the reported cash 
fund. 


The Post has not endorsed a 
presidential candidate. 



